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MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS ANNOUNCED APRIL 2 THAT 
»AS PROVIDING ADDITIONAL FOOD AID fcQRTH **.2 MILLION 
MILLION) TO ALLEVIATE THE PLIGHT OF THE AFGHAN 
IN PAKISTAN AND TO EASE THE 8UR0EN ON PAKISTAN OF 
G TEMPORARY ASYLUM TO 1.6 MILLION DISPLACED PEOPLE 
■HAM STAN. The MINISTER SAID THAT THE ADDITIONAL 
ON *AS PROMPTED 9Y THE RAPID INCREASE IN REFUGEES, 
AN INFlG* OF 1*3,000 IN JANUARY 1981. HE EXPRESSED 
AT REPORTS THAT ThE NwMBER OF REFUGEES COULD GRO* 
IL.10N 9r MID-1981. AND MAY EVEN REACH THREE MLLlCN. 



-• SAI3 THE MAIN PROS. ME bOulD CONTINUE TO 8E FINDING 
S-f-'KiENT FOOD TO FEED THIS LARGE NUMBER CF PEOPLE. 
-NI.ASSIf IED 
„v; .ASS ^ IED 

-*;■ o.» :AN8ER OJ««hO 080255Z 



A =>RESS RELEASE, ThE MINISTER SIAO. QUOTE 
.NClASSIMEO 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

TC RE„l£*E HARDSHIP AND SUFFERING AMONGST THE MOST 

.-.?i£SA9.E 3RC.PS. AUSTRALIA MOULD PROVIDE UNHCR ilTH 

A.N IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT OF 100 TONNES OF SKIN MILK PCiDER 

vA^uE-D AT 1120,000. IN AODITION. AUSTRALIA ttOULO PROVIDE 

7,500 TONNES OF WHEAT, UORTH It, 6 MILLION, INCLUDING 

FREIGHT. TO UNHCR FOR DISTRIBUTION TO THE AFGHANISTAN 

REFUGEES, AND 25,000 TONNES OF *H£AT TO PAKISTAN kORTH 

Sm.h MILLION. THE HtNlSTER AOOED THAT THIS TOTAL OF 

32.500 TONNES OF HHEAT WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO UNHCR AND 

PAKISTAN FOR SHIPMENT IN JUL*. THE GOVERNMENT *OULO 

REV IE* THE SITUATION IN MID-1981 TO DETERMINE SKETHER TO 

MAKE FURTHER ALLOCATIONS OF FOOD GRAIN, NON-GRAIN FOOO 

OR OTHER HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE. PART OF AUSTRALIA'S 

1980- 1981 PLEDGE TO THE SORLO FOOD PROGRAM ITlLL BE USEO 

TO PURCHASE 800 TONNES OF AUSTRALIAN SUGAR VALUED AT $500, OOC 

FOR PROJECTS IN PAKISTAN, INCLUDING RELIEF FOR REFUGEES. THE 

GOVERNMENT'S CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE AFGHAN REFUGEE SITUATION 

NO* TOTALLED ABOUT $1 MILLION (US$8. 2* MILLION). CURRENTLY, 

A9GUT 100 TONNES OF HIGH-PROTEIN BISCUITS SUPPLIEO ST AUSTRALIA 

HERE BEING DISTRIBUTED TO SUPPLEMENT FEEOING PROGRAMS 

IN THE REFUGEE CAMPS. END QUOTE. 

3. THE MINISTER'S STATEMENT CONCLUDED, 'BY THESE 
PROMPT DONATIONS, AUSTRALIA IS SEEKING TO SHOW 
PRACTICAL COMPASSION FOR THE iElFARE OF THOSE INNOCENT 
PEOPLE *H0 HAVE BEEN FORCED TO FLEE FROM INVADING 
AND OCCUPYING FOREIGN FORCES". 
..YNS 
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